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Pest Prevention 
Tip of the Month

When putting away holiday decor-
ations in the attic, make sure your

roof and gable vents are clear of stored
items. Unobstructed vents are needed
to allow moist air to escape, in order to
decrease the possibi l ity of certain
pests, as wel l as mildew and
condensation.

Early cockroaches were larger than
those existing today, but otherwise

they have changed little in the 300
mill ion years they've been around.
They are truly a marvel in design when
it comes to surviving, multiplying,
adapting to changes around them, and
dispersing. 

The three major cockroach species—
the American, Oriental, and German
cockroach—despite their names, all
originated from North and West Africa.
They spread world-wide by hitching
rides on early trading ships.  The
German and Oriental roaches found
their way from Africa to Europe in the
Middle Ages, then reached America

several centuries
later via early ships
from Europe.

Sail ing ships
became so infested
with cockroaches
that sometimes the
entire store of
provisions was in

danger of being eaten or spoiled by
these scavengers.  In a desperate but
futile attempt to deal with this situation,
ship captains sometimes held official
"roach hunts".  A typical prize for a
thousand cockroaches was a bottle of
brandy.  The Danish Navy Annals of
1611 A.D. records one hunt of this sort

that yielded 32,500 cockroaches!
Today cockroaches are a common

and widespread pest.  They are found
virtually everywhere, even on offshore
oil platforms and in heated facilities in
the Arctic.  Besides being a nuisance
and embarrassment, they spoil food,
spread numerous disease-causing
germs, and cause serious allergies even
to children.  In addition, they love to
crawl into warm, tight places, and have
been known to cause equipment mal-
functions, damaging everything from
super computers to kitchen clocks and
radios.

Cockroaches Through History

Pest Control Urban Myths
A creative but ineffective method the

Ancient Greeks used to try to rid their
homes of mice was to write a letter to
rodent pests.  Often these letters were
polite, simply asking the mice to leave,
but specific threats were added if the
pests didn't move out. While we might

laugh at such ridiculous attempts to
control mice and rats, there are countless
urban myths about pest control today
that are equally ineffective. Some of
these you can find as recommendations
on internet sites.  Here is a sampling.

Control moles and gophers by placing
Wrigley's Juicy Fruit gum in their
burrows. The idea is that the rodents
eat the gum, which then "gums up" their
insides, causing them to die of
constipation. What a great revenge!

Unfortunately, research shows that it
doesn't work.

Corn grits kill ants. Supposedly, corn
grits will expand inside ant stomachs,
causing them to explode.  A similar
recommendation states that supplying
carbonated soft drinks to mice will cause
them to bloat up to the point of
exploding.  Another recommendation is
to mix 50% plaster of paris or portland
cement with rat food, which is supposed
to kill rodents by hardening in their
intestines.  All of these have been tested
by scientists and found to be totally
useless, though often portrayed as
helpful advice.

Avon's Skin-So-Soft bath oil is a good
mosquito repellent. In tests, this product
failed to protect people from mosquitoes
in less than 10 minutes, versus a product
that contained 24% DEET that kept
mosquitoes away for 5 hours.

Remember, don't believe everything
you hear or read!

Pesthomes.com
•• Free Home! 
•• Free Food and Water!
•• Humans Don’t Care!
•• No Pest Control Services!
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