JAN/FEB 2006

Vol. 18 No.1

PRSRT STD
US Postage
PAID
PERMIT NO 496
Berkeley, CA

A Prescription for a Healthy Home

a main culprit, but fleas,

Pest management professionals
are increasingly being recog-
nized as "Protectors of Health
and Property"”. Regular pest
control not only means fewer
encounters with nuisance pests,
less pest-caused filth in our
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rodents, and a variety of
other pests are also
problematic.

Pests can also affect
our health by their biting
and stinging, and by

homes, and less damage to our homes
and possessions—it also means a
healthier place to live.

It is now well established that pests
can contribute to allergy problems. The
National Institutes of Health estimates
that up to 15 million people have
allergic reactions to pests. Roaches are

carrying and spreading diseases.
Various bees, wasps, ticks, mosquitoes,
ants, fleas, and spiders bite or sting us,
injecting their venom or saliva, or
robbing us of our blood. In doing this
they transmit everything from West Nile
Virus to Lyme disease. Also, many
pests spread diseases such as com-

Bed Bugs Are in the News

ho would have

guessed that
bed bugs would be
back in the news!
Whether in fancy
hotels, health care
facilities, dormitories, apartments, and
homes, bed bug problems have been
steadily increasing in recent years.

Most people have fortunately never
seen a bed bug, and have heard about
them only from that old bedtime nursery
rhyme, “...don't let the bed bugs bite!"
Up until the mid-1940's, bed bugs were
a common and widespread pest in this
country. At that time DDT and other
broad-spectrum, very long-lived
pesticides came into use. These were
used so widely against all kinds of
pests, and were so effective against bed
bugs, that bed bug problems thankfully
became a thing of the past—at least

everyone thought.

The recent resurgence in bed bugs
is caused by many factors. Increased
international travel is resulting in more
travelers often unknowingly bringing the
pests here. Immigration is at an all-
time high. And DDT and other long-
lived insecticides that used to be widely
sprayed have since been discontinued.

It's anyone’s guess how common
bed bugs will eventually become in this
country. These pests feed at night,
leaving dark blood spots on bed
sheeting. Unlike flea bites, which often
are found around the ankles, bed bugs
feed on any skin that is exposed while
sleeping. Bed bug control requires a
very thorough inspection and treatment,
and a high level of cooperation with
owners and occupants.

mon food poisoning by simply crawling
on our food or kitchen counters.

By controlling these pests, we
make your life easier and more
enjoyable, and help guard your health.
We also eliminate the need for you to
handle and store most pesticides,
adding to the safety of your home,
which is especially important when
severe weather or other natural
disasters strike.

So "thank you!" for encouraging
us as we take a vital role in protecting
your home and our community.

Pest Prevention
Tip of the Month

‘” J eather-stripping does more than
just keep out cold air—it can also

reduce the number of pests coming in.
Apply new (or replace old and brittle)
weather-stripping around all exterior
doors, including garage doors, as well
as to any gaps around windows and
other openings.

Watching Alfred Hitchroach on
late night Pest Cable Network.

Thank you for your business and referrals!



