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- | Every day, 24/7,
S pests are trying

to invade our homes
and businesses. Not
only do they find food
and moisture inside,
but also a more mod-
erate climate, plus many ideal places to
nest and multiply.

These "uninvited guests" cause
damage and require us to clean more
often. They also create significant
health hazards by stinging and biting,
spreading germs that cause diseases,
and contributing to asthma problems.

That's the reason our perimeter
treatments are so important. They
provide a protective "shield" or barrier
that stops many pests before they ever
enter your home. By professionally
treating around the outside of your
foundation, and in other key outdoor
areas, we can stop many kinds of pests
right there—outdoors.

Pests like ants, spiders, earwigs,
crickets, centipedes and clover mites
are just some that are stopped by
perimeter treatments. These pests
usually breed outdoors and crawl in
through cracks and crevices. Some will

It’s Termite Swarming Time!

. \ Within the
\ next few
== months winged

termites  will

start taking to the

air to start new colonies. Hundreds

of these "swarmers" can emerge from a
single mature termite colony.

Not only are winged termites
important because they can start new
colonies, they also are a sign that one
or more established termite colony is in
the area. They are weak fliers and most
stay within a several block area, but a
breeze may blow them a mile or two
away from where they emerged. A few
of these may even find their way
indoors, but if you see many inside they
are probably coming from a colony that
is already inside and eating away at
your home.

We've included a picture here of

termite ant

one side of both a termite and an ant
swarmer, because ants often swarm
about the same time, and it's easy to
mistake the two. Note that unlike ants,
termite front and rear wings are about
the same length, the wings have lots of
veins, their waist is broad, and their
antennae are either straight or slightly
curved, never bent.

Proper identification is important,
because the control techniques we use
are very different for termites, carpenter
ants, and other ants. Call McKinzie
Pest Control for a professional inspec-
tion if you find any of these pests in or
near your home. Save some of the
pests for us in a jar for proper
identification, but please don't fill the jar
with water—it rots insects. Whatever
the pest, we'll design the best control
strategy to eliminate them.

Perimeter Protection is Wise

thrive and multiply indoors, but others
may migrate inside, only to eventually
die in large numbers, because it's too
dry, or there’s no food. Often these
dead bugs attract scavengers that eat
dead bugs and go on to destroy or
contaminate other things in the
building.

McKinzie’s valuable perimeter
treatments are just one of the important
tools we use to enable our customers to
enjoy the benefits of a pest-free life!

Pest Prevention
Tip of the Month

hinking about planting next to your

foundation, or laying down mulch?
Consider instead a 2-3 foot wide gravel
strip. Fewer insects live in gravel strips
than mulches and planted areas, and
gravel discourages some pests from
crawling over it and entering a building.

They’re so tiny now!
But by tomorrow they’ll be crawling
all over someone else’s house!

Thank you for your business and referrals!






