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Fall Invading Pests

ests have

been multi-

plying outdoors

( all summer, and as the

weather changes in the fall, the need for

professional pest control services

increases as many of these unwanted

creatures begin invading homes. These

"guests" are looking for a more suitable

place to spend the winter, but they don't
bother asking for your permission!

Rats and mice are among these
fall invaders. They cause more prob-
lems in the fall than at any other time of
year. Even homes and businesses that

have been rodent-free can start having
problems with these pests in the fall,
because by instinct they are actively
seeking a more protected place to
spend the winter. Indoors, where they
have access to food and moisture, is
highly desirable shelter for them.

A wide variety of insects and mites
invade in the fall. Whole colonies of
some kinds of ants may move from
outdoors to indoors or beneath
foundations. Other pests include
crickets, boxelder bugs, elm leaf
beetles, root weevils, earwigs, certain
mites and flies, and the new Asian

Asian Lady Beetles Invade

sian lady beetles were brought into

this country around 1980 to help
control crop pests. They are indeed
voracious predators of aphids and
other crop pests, but there was an
unexpected side effect—they
started invading homes and other
buildings in large numbers in the
late summer and early fall.
Unfortunately, these beetles have
gradually become a major household
pest.

Asian lady beetles are slightly
larger than most other lady beetles.
They vary in color from mustard-yellow
to a dark reddish-orange, and have dark
spots like other lady beetles.

New research shows that Asian
lady beetles seek a place to spend the
winter about five days after a dramatic
drop in autumn temperatures. It was
first thought that these beetles were

more attracted to light-colored houses,
but now we know that the color has no
effect on the buildings they choose to
invade. It also now appears that
having trees on any side of a
home, but particularly the north
side, increases the chances of
being invaded by these beetles.
It's not just that Asian lady
beetles are a nuisance when they
come in and later when they try to get
out; they cause other problems, too. A
common complaint is their foul smell.
They can stain surfaces that they crawl
on, and occasionally will bite. Some
people also have an allergic reaction to
them.

These beetles can be kept out of a
home with a special exterior wall
treatment in late summer or early fall,
before they begin invading.

lady beetle, to name just a few.

Sometimes you don't even notice
these pests as they enter, because they
remain hidden. But during a warm late
fall or winter day, those that have gone
into a resting stage may wake up
prematurely. Thinking it's spring, they
instinctively move toward light.
Unfortunately the lights they are seeing
are indoor lights, not sunlight, and they
end up coming further indoors into
kitchens and living areas, sometimes by
the hundreds or thousands.

Pest Prevention
Tip of the Month

Watch that you don’t inadvertently
carry pests indoors! Check for

pests when you bring in furniture, food,
grocery bags, boxes, rolled up news-
papers, and luggage. Also, check
potted plants for pests underneath the
pots, and for ant colonies in the soil.

“Calm down—it’s me...
I’'m just trying on my Halloween costume!”

Thank you for your business and referrals!



